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With 10 years behind us, The Bible
Guys looks ahead

By David M. McN abb

This issue marks 10 years of The Bible Guys publication. Over that time
we have watched this outlet of the ministry continually grow in scope and dis-
tribution. In July of 1998, The Bible Guys was a 1-page church bulletin with a
distribution of about 25 in our local church in Western Massachusetts. That
quickly grew, and was soon being sent all across the United States, and to sev-
eral foreign countries. Today, The Bible Guys is more than a bulletin, and has
a distribution of around 1500 and continues to grow. Praise the Lord.

Over the years, we have written scores of articles on many different sub-
jects. The Bible is truly inexhaustible in its scope of the wisdom and know-
ledge of God. While one might not see eye to eye with us on every topic,
most, if not all, readers have been blessed in the broad range of topics we have
covered.

As we see the day of the Lordos
ue to watch the signs of our times, and highlight them in this forum. Still,
there are many things that are contained in the manifold wisdom of God, and
all of it is beneficial to every believer and to all mankind. As God continues to
bless us in this endeavor, we will be diligent to search His word, and declare it
here, in the pages of this monthly publication.

Yes, | did say OMONTHLY. 6 Since t
transition, moving our base of operations from Massachusetts to central Okla-
homa. In the process, we have printed The Bible Guys bi-monthly (and some-
times late at that). Now, as things have settled down, we can now resume
monthly publication!

Adding to the difficulties we found in the move alone, our Savin copi-
er/printer (already showing signs of wear) started becoming less and less relia-
ble: more paper jams, less quality. Also the printing process was tedious, first
printing to the copier, then a second step on an inkjet to print the color, then
printing mailing labels, and finally folding, assembling, and labeling. So, as we
start our eleventh year, we do so with a new laser color copier. With the built-
in folding unit, and the use of the mail merge feature, The newBible Guys will
come out of the printer practically ready-to-mail!

Not only will you see an improvement in the overall quality of The Bible
Guys l ook and feel, but we can
more flexibility in graphics and pictures, something | have hoped to do more
since the beginning. I n
more graphic. o

You can be a part of another area | would like to improve: reader partici-
pation. | would like to see more of your input. Whether you have a letter to
the editor, a general question, or something you would like to see published (a
poem, a picture, or a topic that you have written on), please submit it. Any-
thing that is appropriate for this publication is more than welcome.

Some other exciting changes are being made as well! The People of
Truth website (www.tpot.org) is in the early stages of being updated. The new
site will have a bulletin board, links to news headlines, Bible tools, and much
more. When all of the changes are in place, you might even want to make it
your home page!

A lot is happening, and there is much more to come. Be a part of it. If
you have any questions, comments or suggestions, let us know. May God con-
tinually use this publication to bless, inform and inspire you for a long time to
come! &
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A Christian Nation?

Every July, we celebrate the birth
of the United States of America.
There is a great debate as to whether
the founders ever intended for Ameri-
ca to be Christian in nature. Was
their intention to maintain a strict
owal | of
count r ydieus anc | political
spheres? And just what, if any, was
the religion to which the founders so
often referred? To be sure, America
was never wholly Christian, for at no
time were all of her citizens or elected

tion is indissolubly linked with the
birthday of the Savior? & that it forms
a leading event in the progress of the
Gospel dispensation? Is it not that
the Declaration of Independence first
organized the social compact on the
foundation of the

upon earth? o8 That it laid the corner-
stone of human government upon the

separationdf ibesttwegme ¢ ehpet sn elntin
Quincy Adams, Sixth President of the

United States
0The
for it is the word of God and teaches us
the way to be happy in this world and
in the next. Continue therefore to read
it and to regulate your life by its pre-

) ) to the rules of
Bible is the B&fdyth® Holy@SerlptursCthdf foun-

the only foundation of all second know-
ledge and learning. And seeing the Lord
only giveth wisdom, let every one se-
riously set himself by prayer in secret to
seek it of Him (Proverbs 2,3). Every
one shall so exercise himself in reading

R el0P SRR 8140 Sfipystas 1 el

e ready to give such an account of his

profi ci ency Hatvdrde,r1636n. 6
tudent Guidelines .
5 4
C%r()'ASIFI' E}qw'et XtR0lars ar
a religious and blameless life according
Godds

tain of Divine light and truth, and con-
stantly attending all the duties of reli-
g i o rraleg 1787 Student Guidelines

€

officials born-again believers. As to ; . s 0There is no dissonée
the vision which the founders and ce FI) tt;‘ : ho _dencf?[::a_q 9";"" to g“_; [legal] declarations é These ar e
early shapers of this country had for ::;e(t)ﬁeedute CasOI\fveeI(IJ as tehlg rL:’i?/ﬁé znanld individual sayingS, declarations of pri-
it, you decide: were they mere deists, interest omzllour Christian nre)ltion gto 6. vate persons: they are organic [legal,
if anything, as the historical revision- - - governmental] utterances; they speak
) . lect and prefer Christians for their ru- the voice of the entir
ists propose, or was it the God of the . : : :
) | e r slohid Jay, First ChiefJustice of the and many other matters which might be
Bible to whom they looked? What ' many mig
U.S. Supreme Court and Gauthor of the .
; . noticed, add a volume of unofficial dec
did they have to say for themselves? Federalist Papers . .
. . . A p _larations to the mass of organic utter-
0 | & tha duty of all nations to oOne of the beautiful.oboastst ofpiodris a
acknowledge the providence of Al- municipal jurisprudence is that Chris- : o
; e unicipal jurispr Unanimous Supreme Court decision in
mighty God, to obey His will, tobe tianity is a part of yehgse & CRMBI e M Trifty v.
grateful for His benefits, and humbly There never has been a period in which U.S. 1892
to i mpl.or e .Hi S . prot ethet_O'_om.rmnn aa!m/ddidfnatvrecmgpizé ,C)Why may not thee Bibl
George Washington, First President of ?hrlstlanlty as .Iymg at its fogndanons cially the New Testament, without note
the United States and Signer of the Go € I verily believe Chgighing bd feati afiCt&ufnt s’ Y
stitution to the support ddseplti iihe revetafidn St [¥choBls] & its gen-
OWe have no gover nSP&/nY.S. Supreme ourt Justice (placed oy precepts expounded, its evidences
with power capable of contending on the Court by James Madison) ~ explained and its glorious principles of
with human passions unbridled by owe are a Christian,peork§ ¢nBQficated? ¢
morality and religion. Our Constitu- because the law demands it, not to gain purest principles of morality be learned
tion was made only for a moral and e)k()‘_::_l?'vebbet”fe“'ts Or: to avo(;d (Ijegalt_dls? so clearly or so perfectly as from the
religious people. It is wholly inade- 2 ;'_'es' : ud r?]m choice an" € ;:C_a 10N; New Test a me n Urarémous Supreme
quate to the government of any oth- 3vr;1atmi§ t?)n bet :XS l;:t“e/(ejrs?/vr)llaf drelzﬂzzl Court decision in the case of Vidal v. &
er . John Adams, Second President of o shaIFI) pay,due regard to rardés Executors, 1844
the United States and Signer of the Dael . . . Was  America ever  universally
- - Chri sti aSemateyldiiary Com- Christian? No. But was it intended to
ration of Independence and the Bill of . N PR -
Rights mnteg ietport; J:nua?r/tl_g,dﬁ;?’ f th be a Christian nation? What did the
0 e the i ionoof the - ;
N . . - litical and educational founders say?
0And ca t h I be ion® po
be thought secure \r/]vhen Weehave Ire- réo.hsﬁ’t@tlon éhd e arﬂeﬁdmén_?s,_nth_e The word of God decl ares that
q t% onlv firm basi ) universal sentiment was that Christiani- wicked shall be turned into hell, and all
rT-10ve- elropy Irm basis, a convic- ty should _be en(_:(?uraglende €nalt" otnls! St HIte forg
tion in the minds of the people that there can be no substitute for Christian- 9:17).
these liberties are of the gift of God? ity € That was t he reddPi Bneld Aheri ca?
That they are not to be violated but founders of the republic and they ex- word shows how that can happen:
with His wrath? Indeed | tremble for pected it to remain the religion of their OBl essed is the nation

my country when | reflect that God is
just; that His justice cannot sleep for-
e v e r Thdmas Jefferson Third Pres-
dent of the United States an&igner and
principal author of the Declaration ofnk
dependence

ols it not
man events, the birthday of the na-
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t hatu- i

d e s ¢ e n d Houge Judidary Commi t-
tee Report, March 27, 1854

oLet every
structed and earnestly pressed to con-
sider well the main end of his life and
studies is to know God and Jesus Christ
whifhhise ete(r:nﬁl life (John f17:3P1 and

n L™
therefore to lay C%rlst in tﬁe bottom as

studmnt

Lordo

ol f my p
myPrBme, Rai® HumBieVtherhselves, and
pray, and seek my face, and turn from
their wicked ways; then will | hear from
heaven, and will forgive their sin, and
wi || heal their
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(Psalm 33:12a).
eopl elled byhi c h
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The Fields are
White Again
By C. Elden McNabb

King Solomon passed along a
good bit of wisdom to the children of
God, in Ecclesiastes 9:10, saying,
OWhat soever thy
do it with thy might; for there isno
work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor
wisdom, in the grave, whither thou
goest. O

Whoever we are, and whatever
our calling in Christ Jesus, we will
spend much our lives in the work of
God working at what our hands find
to do. God does not micro-manage
our | ifeds work in
does direct our steps. From time to
time He will actually give specific in-
structions to us by the Holy Spirit,
either directly or through another of
His saints. And when we move in the
direction the Holy Spirit is leading,
God will owork thin
along.

Then there are those special times
of important, grand scale fulfillment
of prophecy concerni
the Church. Whenever such times
arise, God always raises up a Director
who, in turn, will establish the offices
required by the relevant prophecies,
and ordain the people necessary to
the proper and effective execution of
the work involved. It happened in
the first century A.D. among the Jews,
and prophecy requires that it happen
again; this time among the Gentiles,
thereby setting the stage for the graft-
ing in again of the Jews, just about the
time of the coming of the Bridegroom
(Rom. 2:6-11).

God had set seventy weeks of
years (490 years), from the release of
Judah from their captivity in Persia,
unto their dissolution from being a
nation (Daniel 7:24-27). Those
oweeks o idedrae7 whkeks; 62
weeks, and 1 week . The first 7 weeks
were most likely for Judah to prove
that they would then begin to keep
the seventh year sabbath. The next
62 weeks, made it a total of 69, and
brought them to the worse moment in

4 | The Bible Guys

their history: they crucified the Son of
God.

Obviously Jesusd
pied the last half of that 69" week of
years. The whole volume of that pe-
riod of 70 weeks requires that we con-

sider that God began that 69" 0 we e k 6Heaven, 6

by sending forth John the Baptist to
prepare the way of the Messiah: the
Son of God. Then, in about the mid-

h a n ddlef of rniithte 69" wieek (cbmmonly

known as the 62" week), when John
was put in prison, Jesus came into
Galilee, officially launching His minis-
try. He shortly ordained His twelve
apostles, and a little later, His 70
prophets.

At the end of that sixty-two
weeks, and after His resurrection, Je-
sus appointed Peter to take the lea-
Hiérship 8fethievChureh, (Jolnu2il:15H e
17; Matt. 24:45-47), and for seven
years (the seventieth week), Peter
confirmed thecovenant with many(Da-
niel 9:27). During that week of years,
Peter brought the Jewish Church to
its fullness and shortly thereafter,
gvd t G uttdh ea so Kweey sg 0o f
heaven, 6 he opened
Gentiles to receive redemption, be-
ginning with the house of Cornelius
(Matt. Go1dB47; Watt. K16113+19;
Acts 10:1-48).

In the middle of that seventieth
week, an amazing event took place in
the process of prophetic fulfillment.
0The overspreading
among the Levites had angered God
so very much that He annulled His
covenant with Levi; finalizing the dis-
solution of Hi s
tion of Israel at Sinai, making them
desolate (Romans 7:1-4). [The cove-
nant with Israel at Sinai was annulled
at the death of Jesus on the cross at
the end of the 62-week period, and
was officially replaced by the New
Covenant: the fourteen command-
ments which are given to us in full in
Matthew 5:21 § 7:20.]

By the end of that seventieth
week, it had become obvious that the
Church of the Living God had become
0The Church of the Firstborn,6 replac-
ing Levi (Hebrews 12:22-24). God
had cast the shadow of it when He
elected, and took the tribe of Levi
from among the tribes of Israel, in-

stead of the firstborn of every family
(Numbers 3:12-13). Accordingly,
whem thes GraceyAge @atne, and Chris-
tians began to multiply, it soon be-
came obvious that there was a distinct
separation between th
and ot he C
Sanctuaryo6 (Bsalm 114:

The rules were not the same for
all Christians. When Ananias and
Sapphira died, because they laid a
corrupted off er i ng 0At t
feet, great fear came upon all the
Church, and upon as many as heard
these things.6 The penalty for touch-
ing the Old Testament Altar with a
tainted offering was death, and the
New Testament Altar was the Twelve
Apostles (1Kings 18:31; Acts 5:1-2;
Heb. 13:10) . 0ANd
the Apostles were many signs and
wonders wrought among the people;
(and they were all with one accord in
Sol omonds porch.
durst [dared] no man join himself to
them: but the people magnified them.
And believers were the more added to
tthre é.ord Kniuftitudes both of imen and
twlhheneddod for the

By the end of that seventieth
week, the Church of God had reached
its fullness. From then it was only a
matter of waiting for the fulfillment of
the | ast part of Dani
make it desolate, even unto the con-
summation, and that determined shall
cbé poarddaipon tha tesolate gnéatural
Il srael ). o The desol
about thirty seven A.D.: about three
and a half years after the ascension of

he

by

@-ma rouri High ePdestt orhet Ibse of rtheir

husband was finalized. Then God
waited wuntil 70 A.D.
the desol ated t ha-t w h
ready determined.

Sometime after the Church had
reached perfectioms is shown by the
terror of the Lord which came upon
them all, God began phase 2 of the
Grace Age. Jesus appeared to Saul of
Tarsus and enlisted him in the service
of God to be a I|ight
to do whatever was necessary to es-
tablish that work in such a manner
that it would sustain the message of
Jesus Christ, and
unto the ends of t
49:5-6). The Apostle Paul could not
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fulfill all 2,000 years of that prophe-
cy, therefore, we know that God will
raise up a Gentile Apostle to finish its
fulfillment.

Paul later told the Church of
God which was Aadis-
pensation of God is given to me for you,
to fulfill the word of God even the
mystery which hath been hid from
ages and from generations, but now
is made manifest to His saints: to
whom God would make known
what is the riches of the glory of
this mystery among
(Col. 1:25-26).

In Romans chapters 9-11, Paul
told us of a far future date for which
we wait ouUunt il t he
Gentiles be come in. And so all
Israel shall be saved: as it is written,
There shall come out of Sion the
Deliverer, and shall turn away un-
godl iness from
26).

By the allegorwy
esti,®m othe parabl
Jesus revealed that there is a 49-year
period at the end of the Grace Age,
saying, 0The
the worl d. 6
He wi ||l ogather
Christians), and bind them into
bundles to be burned, but gather
t he wheat into
(Matt. 13:24-30, 36-43). of
course, you will need to apply the
fact that Israel was commanded to
keep a sabbath year every seventh
year, in the planting and harvesting
of their crops. The cycle was then
finished by taking another sabbath
during the fiftieth year, which God
called o0The
25:1-11).

God was not simply thinking
things up to try their faith, although
this commandment certainly did
that, as is revealed by the fact that
they never once carried out this
commandment, except possibly dur-
ing the first oseven weekso of the 70
weeks.  That 50-year cycle is a
prophecy of the last 50 years of the
6,000 years from Adam to the be-

my
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Year (0]

ginning of the reign of Jesus on the
earth.

The gathering of the tares began
in 1962 when Pope John XXIII
launched the Ecumenical move-

C fhént. Nthék leavés us only a short

ti me t o 0Gather
(Hi s) barn. o6 We
last seven year period of those forty
nine years, and God is setting the
stage for the forming of the Gentile
Church in the mirror-image of the
Jewish Church which we read about
in the &ew G6starhdnt (Bph04:11-
13).

The Apostle Paul told us, that
0[ God] wi ||
acdordiihg t& Misdéeds: @d therh Witd
by patient continuance in well
doing seek for glory and honour and
immortality, eternal life: but unto
them that are contentious, and do

J a ¢ ofytdobel tROtAIth, blit bbey thrigh-

teousness, indignation and wrath, ti-

The time is upon us. Let us rise
to the occasion, put our hands to
thel fdtrEnhents Do rhArfest, and
make ourselves ready to meet the
Bridegroom, for His coming is very
near. &

The Importance of
faith

Jubil eebd
By David M. McNabb

As we have explored the subject
of faith, its meaning, and its source,
we have revealed that the term
ofaithdéd (from a
is one of the most misunderstood
and misused terms in religious cir-
cles. The world defines faith as any
belief system, so the term faith is
used for al |
ancestor worship to witchcraft.

render

While many Christians generally
have a similar understanding of
faith, they use (and often misuse)
the term differently within their
own circles.

The

oOWord of Fait hce

t Hseone wutle abuse daf mhe derm of
a ffagh. | Influentigl preathert Mave

drawn the conclusion from certain
Scripture passages that God wants

us to be happy, and is at our beck

and call to give us whatsoever we

ask for @ if only we believe. Jesus
truly said, 0 What t h
desire, when ye pray, believe that ye

receive them, and ye shall have
tthhretm® € WMamr k mhdn 2nd) .

ly soundsl i ke a moderdn 01
claim itdé ser mon.

and others like it, one could surely

lay out a message exhorting the

saints to simply desire something,

truly believe that they will get it,

and Othe Scripture s

bilatidh arld Bnguisi® Upon every soul of will have it. However, 1 would like
e mar thatlddeh evil, 8f th€ Jew first, and to take a better look at the context
also of the Gentile; but glory, honour,
and peaceto every man that worketh
har ve géod, koSthe Uelvirst,eand als® fo the and His disciples had come upon a
Dur i n @Genfild Britherd i9 no YeSpact of personsfig tree.
firvitHcodshe Rbmrips: 6fal sgand

of this verse.
In verses 12 throughl4, Jesus

The Word of God says,
on t he mor r
were come from Bethany, he was
hungry: And seeing a fig tree afar off
having leaves, he came, if haply he
might find any thing thereon: and
when he came to it, he found noth-
ing but leaves; for the time of figs
was not yet. And Jesus answered
and said unto it, No man eat fruit
of thee hereafter for ever. And his
disciples heard in.2¢6
ing, as they passed that same fig
tree, they found it dried up from the
roots, and were amazed. Jesus said

to them, OHave faith
told them that faith can move
mountains, and that whatever they

ow,

bi tFiFsirec ey can obtain, i they;bg-¢ )

lieve.

You might say that it still seems
to confirm the promotion of the
Onamedciltaim ito folk

rel i gind/HNotyet jogkpd attieicomplgty o

context of the passage. This event
occurs as Jesus is going in and out of

The Bible Guys | 5



Jerusalem just a few days before His
crucifixion. He is making His final
appeal to the people and rulers of
Israel. After leaving the withered
tree, they went back into Jerusalem
and were asked of the priests,
scribes and el denr
ity doest thou these things? And
who gave thee this authority to do
these things?6
answer their inquiry, He tested
them with regards to John the Bapt-
ist. They failed His test, and nei-
ther did He answer their question.

The question, however, is valid,
and speaks to the point of the entire
passage: authority. How could He
speak to the fig tree and cause it to
wither?  He told His disciples,
OHave faith in
faith come from? It comes from the
Word of God. Jesus was not whim-
sical. The great Creator of the land
and the sea and all that is in them
would not capriciously curse a tree.
In fact, it was not even the season
for figs!

Still, the Old Testament o the
Law and the Prophets 8 gave Him
the authority to effectually curse the
fig tree. Where? In Jeremiah 8:8-
13, OHow do ye
and the law of the Lord is with us?
Lo, certainly in vain made he it; the
pen of the scribes is in vain. The
wise men are ashamed, they are
dismayed and taken: lo, they have
rejected the word of the Lord; and
wha't wisdom is in
the prophet even unto the priest
every one dealeth falsely. For they
have healed the hurt of the daugh-
ter of my people slightly, saying,
Peace, peace; when there is no
peace. éTherefore
among them that fall: in the time of
their visitation they shall be cast
down, saith the LorD. | will surely
consume them, saith the LORD:
there shall be no grapes on the vine,
nor figs on the fig tree, and the leaf
shall fade; and the things that I
have given them shall pass away
from them. o6 (Se=
10))

6 | The Bible Guys

S

God

say

Jesus did not cursed the tree on
a whim, it was an illustration in
which, once again, the Scriptures
were fulfilled. The Son of God had
come to Israel, and Israel had left
His hunger for a righteous nation

, unfilBlied. wTherdforea uHe h proc-

laimed its demise, on the authority
of Scripture, and knew that the

B e fWarde of Gbdr couddt notwfailu | Hk

said that Jerusalem would be com-
passed about with armies, and that
it would be utterly destroyed. All of
that came to pass, that the Scrip-
tures might be fulfilled.

We must come to understand
faithos
cause of the importance of faith.
Hebrews 11:6 puts it in very clear

possible to please him: for he that
cometh to God must believe that he
is, and that he is a rewarder of them
that diligently s

Israel professed a belief in God,
but denied His messengers. They
defined their faith, and their self-
defined faith was not enough to
gain Godds favor.
God, we must lay hold on faith as
He has defined it in the writing of
the Héby Sceiptige. wi s e,

In verse 5 of Hebrews 11, we
read, oBy faith
that he should not see death; and
was not found, because God had
translated him: for before his trans-
lation he had this testimony, that
hbemPea@&s ed oGod. o
of Enoch, the Lord had shown him
something concerning the demise of
the wicked generation that had ris-
en. He believed the word of the
Lord, and named his son Methuse-

Eah|) | whhel ise dehtls
judgment o or oat
flood. ¢ | f you

the generations of Adam (Genesis
chapter 5), you will find that that is
just what happened: the flood came
just around the time of Methuse-
l ah6s death.
thing that serves to prove the faith
afl faitbful Emoehk . Enoth7 wa8 not
declaring his wishes and expecting

Thi

God to act on them, he was proc-
laiming the word of the Lord, know-
ing that God would do all things
according to what He had said.
When Jesus presented Himself
to John to be baptized, John pro-
tested and said that he needed to be
baptized of Jesus. Jesus replied,
oOSuffer it to be
becometh us to fulfill all righteous-
nesso6 (Matt. 3:
According to the Gospel of
John, John the Baptist was a man
sent from God with a message to
Godds peopl e.
the Son of God, came and dwelt

meani ng ean amongtnen, lvioguthechemarbexpe-

rience. The word of God repeatedly
reveal s Godds

Godds
tribe of Levi apart to do the service
of the House of God, He ordained

e e that theynshofuld be funded by the

tithe of the increase of the people of

Israel. This He justified because
Levi Opaid tithes
7:9-10).

15) .

Jesus,

way,
t@&r mWVheo8uidowas t mo utwheh & icambs ta the leadership of
p e o pnl God set th¥h e

i n

| fLikemdse, desue mustaeegs lhava s e

first submitted to the ministry of
the man whom God had sent, be-
fore He could justifiably be followed
Himself. Being the Son of God did

E n o mot mearatde wasrezemst Ifrant f@le
pr ort-ocol

|l owing Godods
trary, being the Son of God, He did
all things according to the will of
the Father.

Him to of ul fill
He was not presumptuous or proud.
In obedience to the Father, He
submitted Himself to the baptism of
John & not because He needed re-
(pentance, but out of obedience.

hi &od dekrotvledgedt the great

c ofaithtof Jeshseof NWazaeths as iHe

came up out of the water, by a voice
from heaven,
beloved Son, in whom | am well-
pl easedo
S iGed isj no sespecter rofoperkoast
Whether you are the Son of God
come down from heaven, or the vil-
est sinner saved by grace, without
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faith it is impossible to please God.
Jesus, the Author and the Finisher
of our faith, even endured the cross,
despising the shame, and is now set
down at the right hand of the
throne of God. He had faith in
God, and was faithful unto death.
Through Jesusé®
life became a sacrifice, well pleasing
to God.

Such is the importance of faith.
If we are going to be pleasing in the
eyes of the Lord, we must have faith
0 not just any belief system, but the
faith that was once delivered unto
the saints.
faith in God, fulfilled all the righ-
teousness of the Word of God con-
cerning Him. Let us also live by
faith, who were sometime alienated
and enemies in our mind by wicked
works, yet now being reconciled in
the body of our
death, that He might present us
holy and unblameable and unrepro-
veable in His sight: if we continue
in the faith grounded and settled,
and be not moved away from the
hope of the gospel, which we have
heard. Amen.

In our next installment, we will
conclude this subject as we discuss
the Power of Faith. &

We Have a Rule

By C. Elden McNabb

In July, 1945, when | was ten
years of age, | was born again by the
love, and mercy, and grace of God
in a OHolinessbd
California. About two weeks later, |
received that wonderful experience
which both Paul and Peter called
0Sanctification
Thess. 2:13; 1 Peter 1:2).

I had attended
the Nazarened6 for
weeks, when an evangelist came for
a revival there. 1 can still envision
him somewhat when | think about
those precious days. | suppose |
shall never, in this life, forget his
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full head of handsome, silvery white
hair, full in the back, and reaching
about halfway down his neck. Al-
though, he probably would not re-
mind you of Billy Graham at all, his
hair was about the length which
Bro. Graham kept his.

g rYsmait nfaayi the
nes s 6 groups, of
generally have a standing list of the
things which Christians either must

at the relevant passages and saw the
truth.

During the
searching
1979, God
oracles of
Christdé in

process of our
for
made

God: 6

Scriptures, and we rejoice that we
can now say with our Lord and Sa-

0Godos
us

aw
O0THh

Hebrews ¢
aw a@-r e 6.t Wa begad H diligent search of
w thattdectriee throughaut e Holy

or must not do. Apparently the vVior Jesus Christ, o
customs of that Church of the Na- not our s, but Hics th
zarene were a little different from cording to the Apostle Paul, if you
the OHoliness sect sdd natnknotv htieat doatrirte wellf
@klalmoma® mmnwhich twe presgntly enough to teach it, you need to find
live. someone who does, and have them

I was not aware of all that busi- to teach it to you.
ness of ochurch r ul eBy the searchdny of the \d/ord of
reached out and drew me unto God | began to see the error in the
Himself. 1 simply fell in love with gener al focus of oou
God and His word, and plunged churches in general. Our focus was
rdySe#f infoladife keditaked to Ggd upon us and owhat inwe t
and His word. It was not too long stead of what God thinks Therefore,
until 1 discovered that there was I turned my attention even more to
some considerable disparity be- the word of God, and was very im-
t ween the Word of pBessdd tossee dhat Godicavers every
rules. 6 of C O UTr s e aspedt of Hfe in thepHwlly Sceiptured. o
ot he rul eso of al Abeun oyedr after tny aomve . r-
Some sects maintain a list of rules sion, my father, Virgil McNabb,
which are far too restrictive, and began to renew his commitment to
others have a list that is far too lib- God, which he had let slack for
eral, or no list at all. about 20 years. Soon thereafter he

For many years | made a special moved us to Salina, Oklahoma,
effort to read the entire Bible each where we began to attend a Holi-
year, and engaged in various studies ness church where the aging pastor
besides. | married when | was twen- was the pastor my father had served
ty, and was blessed with a wife who God under in his youth.
loved the Word of God even as | One Sunday night, about the
did. To this day we search the time of my 12" birthday, after we
Word of God together; feasting on had prayed for a while, near the
its inemhaustible riches. close of the service, my father sud-
ur my Iea'?ly y%a‘?sl it Thrist denly stepped up onto the wooden
Jesus, | gradually became aware of the prayer bench, and raised his hands;
contest which was in progress between thelorifying God. Shortly, he stepped
Wor d of .God _,and 0 t dffethe kench, @mred rwalkedbdver rtedn e
r utlheesl. &s‘%o'verre'dttoh a{ 2 0 Tome= of the windows; praising the
Rul es soci alLoradh.d dbolcdm i hal br oke

h 6 bot h ;
t v?elle co?lstQré'd rsa(l:cr}EJsan%t, the Bi-

abf?e OnHt\}vithsttahdfn‘a. Bhe of thé

largest Pentecostal/holiness organi-
zations at that time, of which we
were members, would tenaciously
hold to traditions of error over
Scripture, even as they were looking

rul es. o He
in tongues by the unction of the
Spirit of the Lord.

Naturally the pastor and his
wife were very upset. The words of
their wailing still ring in my mind:
oVvirgil has
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t he devil . ¢
across the continent from that Ho-
liness church where | found peace
with God, but they were all in the
same room in that matter. There
they were, otherwise precious saints
of God and avid Bible readers, cry-
ing out in blasphemy against the
Holy Spirit of God; and that, in the
face of the words of Jesus Himself
(Matt. 12:30-33). They had their
rules! They simply threw away a
lifetime friendship, and offended
the Holy Spirit over an erroneous
and presumptuous doctrine.

| rej oice that Jesus, the a u-
thorized rule -maker, always has
precedence in all matters. And
wh at did he say?
with me is against me; and he that
gathereth not with me scattereth
abroad. Wherefore | say unto you,
all manner of sin and blasphemy
shall be forgiven unto men: but the
blasphemy against the Holy Ghost
shall not be forgiven unto men.
And whosoever speaketh a word
against the Son of man, it shall be
forgiven him: but whosoever spea-
keth against the Holy Ghost, it shall
not be forgiven him, neither in this
world, neither in the world to come 6

Does that mean that Christians
who have blasphemed the Holy
Ghost have lost their redemption?
It is a question we cannot answer,
for we have no authority to judge.

oAl Il judgment i s
Sondé (John 5:22).
neither judge the wunauthorized
judgers, nor the ones whom they are
judging.

The Apostle Paul also said,
OWho art thou that
mands ser vamtmasterthe

standeth or falleth. Yea, he shall be

holden up: for God is able to make him
14: 4) .

standd ( Romans
we someti mes mu et
buke, exhort, with all longsuffering
and doctrine, 6
vation of another child of God,
NEVER.

It appears to me that many
0OChristiansé have
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repented of, thus un-forgiven.

0 Fherefote H ask you $o pleaset note
that three times, Moses mentioned
Godds great mercy
had sinned in ignorance (Lev. 4;
Num. 15; Deut. 21).

And did not Job, by the Holy
Ghost, s a ¥s,mang tdt &d
should be clean? and he which is
born of a woman, that he should be
righteous? Behold, He putteth no
trust in his saints; yea, the heavens
are not clean in his sight. How
much more abominable and filthy is
manoé (Jo-b6).15:14

In Matthew 6:9-16, Jesus used
the ter ms
with the same meaning, and en-
couraged His apostles to ask God
daily to forgive their debts. The
grplication is nctear: we hal sin,

sdntetemreewitbouteeven Knowing it. |
0 | fare, the rulssawill nbthkeep peoapée

John wel |l sai d,
have no sin, we deceive ourselves,
and the

1:8).

| God fergives evem auchh d@ns as
hmuwdero amd fornication, both of
which are punishable by death
(Ezekiel 16:38). And Solomon said,
0 Whso smoi nciosntneirtst,e t h
womae facketh e@nderstanding. €
A wound and dishonour shall he

odebtso

aalwu IChristialy neighhiors

the outcome of many honest saints
who have truly thought that speak-
ing in other tongues, by the Holy
Ghost, wak oft theedevil. wTrhey may
enter into oOthe
at a great loss compared to what
they might have had (2 John 1:8).

Did not Paul
the Spirit by the works of the law,
or by the hearing of faith? Having
begun in the Spirit, are ye now
made perfect by the flesh? é If ye
be dead with Christ from the rudi-
ments of the world, why, as though
living in the world, are ye subject to
ordinances, (Touch not; taste not;
hamdle nott whiets gl sare 0eperish
with the using;) after the com-
mandments and doctrines of men
(Gal. 3:2-3; Col. 2:20-22)?6

The truth is, no matter how well
meaning the Christian rule makers

from tripping. It is the Word of

t rut h 1i0okn n dGbd, anahthewaaz of God by which

we overcome the wiles of the devil,
and will be able to stand victorious
on the battlefront for God.

What we can do, with great ef-
fect in our service for God, is to love
aa our-
selves, and in mercy forbear with
them and hold them up before God

gét;candjhis ebgraach shiallenot ®eawiped in our prayers. May God sustain us

a wa yPéov. 6:33). You may come
to God and get forgiveness, but the
people who know you will never
dforgetl | shink that asd may well be

all in this evil day.
To God be the glory. &
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One Bad Day

By David M. McNabb

Part 2

So, in one day, Job lost all that
he loved and possessed. His busi-
nesses, wealth, and children were all
gone in a matter of moments.

He had trusted and feared God.
Why was that not enough? Would
not a loving and faithful God be
interested in Jobd s happine
prosperity? Is pain and suffering
the reward for faithful service?

God, it seems, had himself
pointed the goodness of Job out to
Satan, and then removed the pro-
tective hedge from around him.

Job did not blame God, but ra-
ther worshiped Him, saying,
ONaked came | out
and naked shall I return thither: the
Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken
away; blessed be the name of the
Lordé (Job 1:21).

But the trials of Job did not end
there. Satan once again stood be-
fore the Lord, and once again he
wa s shown Jobds
uprightness. Now Satan requested
permi ssi on t o hur
thinking that Job would then for-
sake God.

Jobds body was
and now the physical pain and an-
guish only heightened his emotional
suffering. Now even his own wife
thought him mad.
thou still retain thine integrity?
Curse God and di e.

Still, Job remained on the
Lordés side. He- a
i ng, 0Thou speakes
foolish women speaketh. What?
Shall we receive good at the hand of
God, and shall we

Job did not speak foolishly.
Neither did he sin with his mouth
against God. His wife and his
friends were of no comfort, and
provided poor counsel. It was Job
and God against the devil and the
whol e worl d, and
the advantage.
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Many words are recorded in the

b ook of Job: co
friends, replies from Job himself,
and Godds own ans
situation. I n t

stands as a memorial to the truth of
the words of Jesus our Lord.

Jesus H aanyd man avill
come after me, let him deny him-
self, and take up his cross daily, and
follow me. For whosoever will save
dis life ahaldl lose it: but whosoever
will lose his life for my sake, the
same shall save it. For what is a man
advantaged, if he gain the whole
world, and lose himself, or be cast
away?06 (L2ke 9: 23

Again He said,
you, There is no man that hath left
house, or parents, or brethren, or
vgife, or children, fpo thebkingdom of
Godd s s @k ghall net receive ma-
nifold more in this present time, and
in the world to
(Luke 18:29-30).

Having no real reason to think
that either his wealth or his health
would be restored, Job remained faith-
ful through the whole ordeal.
er Eu? od Iisoalrswo faiﬁﬁbl, and, as
the. preacher
tend of aodhn?] than tﬁe lbe%iﬁn'fhg the-
reof: and the patient in spirit is better
than the proud in
Bradbéttsr tham
his beginning. In all things, he re-
tained his integrity before God, and
Godds grace was ex
Pdressiopsaverd ,restayeD auista him
twice as much as he had at the start.

Also, he had seven more sons, and
three more daughters. Scripture
egofple that dis dadohters werg the
tfairest i all ghg land! 5 ¢ t he

After his ordeal, he lived 140
more years, and not only did he see

n Pbist chilrdrgnC rgs*or\;de bué 9'%0 lli\;p%

long enough to see his grandchildren
and great-grandchildren. God granted
that this wonderful family man was
surrounded by the sound of healthy,
happy children for the rest of his
days!

What may be the most important

Yy edbvelopreBtdrsthe %ife ¢t b iSloftdh

overlooked. After all that happened,
God tells Jobds

cC ome

friends t

sacrifices to Job to be offered. No

u nlenget woulsl ftheir »agrifiées be ac-
ceptable, if offered on their own. No,

we@od poy requred Jophte jack as a

h ePriest ndpehalf gf ip fgiends. | Thege g
men, who had supposed they knew
God so well, now had need of an in-
tercessor: Job, whose right words had
gotten him favor with God.

Job was not serving God so that
he could experience worldly prosperi-
ty and physical health. He was serv-
ing God because it was right: because
God is worthy to be praised and
adored in that He exists. The loss of
all of Jobd ®arthly treasures did not
change the fact that God is.

In Jobds faithfulne

0 Vetp thé faithlin God, Yhe pledstdoGod.

Jobds faith was not
but on God Himself.

Satandés efforts wer e
only that day, but for all time. You

see, if Job could do it, so can you.
Ini ficte weehdve hd excsise e O
we stagger in temptation, because we
have an even greater advantage
through salvation by the blood of Je-
sus Christ, and the comfort of the
Holy Spirit, hallelujah!

The Lord promised that He

decl ar &suld ndvdd fedvd &, nor ifossaket LR, €

That promise is true today, as it was

in the days of Job long ago. Jesus

S P Chridt Is @he ame yedterday! ané do-

d day, and forever, and He will always
hold us in the palm of His hand.

You may have to walk through

t etheddardtesttvalleyhbut'you wilHriever
have to walk alone. Amen. &

The Back Pew - Jefr Larson
| pledge allegiance t0 the

flag, and the republic.. ONE
NATION . with all sorts of
gods.. but not a God.

http://thebackpew.com

Happy Is the nation, who's God is the Lord.
Ps, 332 Unless we return to our Christian
roots, we may need tO fly the American flag
at half mast.

o bring their
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